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Introductory Note

At the suggestion of the Turkish Women’s Cultural Association
(TURKKAD), the Conference on Islam and Chinese Civilization is
organized by the Institute for Advanced Humanistic Studies (IAHS) at
Peking University to underscore the importance of inter-civilizational
dialogues between Chinese and Muslim peoples. By listening deeply
to the voices of Sufi Masters and Muslim thinkers, such as Ibn al-Arabi,
al-Ghazali, Nasir-al-Din Tusi and Liu Zhi through their authoritative
interpreters from Turkey, Iran, United States, Malaysia, and China, we wish
that the dialogical partners will gain knowledge and wisdom and appreciate
the value of mutual reference and mutual learning. We also hope that by
addressing topics of spiritual growth, moral perfection, sacred texts, and
the challenge of modernity, we will open up new frontiers of collaborative
research. We offer sincere congratulations on the establishment of Kerim

Education Culture and Heath Foundation. We welcome the delegation
from TURKKAD.
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Institute for Advanced Humanistic Studies, PKU

The Institute for Advanced Humanistic Studies at Peking University (IAHS),
a research and teaching institution that specializes in academic research, academic
exchange, and fostering talents, was founded in 2008 and inaugurated on 28
September 2010. Deeply rooted in Chinese tradition, IAHS promotes academic
research of international and creative significance to promote interdisciplinary
collaboration within the humanities, between the humanities and social sciences, and
between the humanities and natural sciences, to deepen the self-reflexivity of Chinese
traditional culture, and to realize its creative developments and transformations.

Four research centers are set up within TAHS: Center of Cultural China, Center
for Dialogue among Civilizations, Center for Universal Ethic and World Religions,
and Yenching Center. IAHS’s research projects include ‘Rethinking the Enlightenment
Project’, ‘Concept of Creativity in the East’, etc. Additionally, IAHS offers Chinese

Classics Reading Program to undergraduate and graduate students.
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Cultural Association Turkish Women(TURKKAD)

Cultural Association of Turkish Women (TURKKAD) is a nongovernmental
organization established in 1966 by Samiha Ayverdi (1905-1993). Samiha Ayverdi,
the founder, is one of the masters of literary narration in Turkish Literature who
featured moral values in her novels or writings on social issues and history. She is an
exemplary figure and mainly a Sufi teacher whose identities gained their true meaning
with the spiritual teaching of her tutor, Kenan Rifai (1867-1950).

TURKKAD sets out its journey with an approach to contribute to the preservation
and development of national and cultural existence of Turkey by bringing forward
women’s participating and guiding potential in the society. TURKKAD, which is
sure of including the social needs of the time in its activities, keeps on actualizing
significant projects in the fields of education and culture within both national and
international scale. It provides synergy in terms of scope and sustainability by
cooperating with local administrations, state organizations and institutions, and other

leading nongovernmental organizations.
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Kerim Education Culture and Health Foundation

The Kerim Foundation was established in 2013 under the leadership of Ms.
Cemalnur Sargut with the view that serving people is to serve the Truth (God). In
order for the growth of a generation that has the society’s increased welfare and
happiness in mind, knows the knowledge of the time, and is a generation that teaches
Sufism (Tasawwuf) by living it, our foundation is involved in initiatives to increase
the level of Turkey’s educational, cultural, and health service levels and collaborates
with public and private institutions for this purpose. Our foundation works to
understand and introduce Tasawwuf, an Islamic lifestyle which can efficaciously
answer today’s problems with an ethical understanding that can bring both material
and spiritual peace to a person, as well as a peerless approach that is always

welcoming to the religious, linguistic, ethnic, and cultural differences among humans.
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2011-2014 Project Review on the Ken’an Rifai Distinguished
Professorship of Islamic Studies at IAHS, Peking University

2011
November
Opening ceremony for the establishment of Ken’an Rifai Distinguished Professorship of

Islamic Studies.

2012

Mar. to Jun.

Prof. Sachiko MURATA and Prof. William C. CHITTICK visited IAHS and gave a series of
public lectures.

Jun. 8th —Jun. 10th

IAHS held a conference on ‘Islam and Confucianism’; attendees included 20 Islamic studies
scholars from Beijing and other places, including Prof. HUA Tao, Prof. WANG Jianping, and Prof.
DING Kejia.

Nov. 30th -Dec. 3rd

IAHS held a conference on ‘Islam and Confucianism’; attendees included 18 Islamic studies
scholars from Beijing and other places, such as Prof. Abduqadir JALALIDIN, Prof. WANG

Junrong.

2013
Apr.-Jun. Prof. Gholamreza Aavani of the Iran Academy of Social Sciences visited IAHS and

lectured to the students in ‘The Cultural China Scholars Program’.

Aug. 17th —Aug. 19th Islamic studies scholars from Beijing and other places, including
Prof. YANG Huaizhong, Assoc. Prof. SHA Zongping and Prof. WANG Junrong were invited to
participate in the oral defense of IAHS postdoctoral fellow Alimu.

2014
Mar.-May Prof. Gholamreza AAVANI of the Iran Academy of Social Sciences visited IAHS

and gave public lectures and classes at both Peking University and Minzu University of China.

May 7th -May 18th

Prof. James RUSSELL of Harvard University visited IAHS and gave a series of public lectures.
He also taught classes to students from ‘The Cultural China Scholars Program’.

Sep. 2014 —Jan. 2015

Prof. Gholamreza AAVANI of the Iran Academy of Social Sciences visited IAHS. He gave
public lectures at both Peking University and Minzu University of China. On behalf of IAHS,
Prof. Aavani also attended various activities at Remin University, Zhejiang University, Ningxia

University, and Jiujiang University.
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Agenda for Islam and Chinese Civilization Conference
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Ceremony | Disector of Institute for Advanced Humanistic Studies, Peking University
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Chairman, Turkish Women’s Cultural Association, TURKIKAD
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Chairman, International Institute for Islamic Philosophy
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according to Lao-Tzu and Perfect
Human Being (Insan-1 Kamil)
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Prof. Mahmud Erol KILIC
Professor, Faculty of Islamic
Theology, Marmara University,
Turkey

Septenary Constituation of Man in
Chinese and Sufi Traditions
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Prof. HUA Tao

Professor, Research Center for Ethnic Group & Border Area, Nanjing University
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of Social Sciences
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Prof. Douglas Sloan CROW
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International Institute of Advanced
Islamic Studies, Malaysia
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Associate Professor, Department
of Religious Studies, Michigan
State University
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