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CONTENT OF THE SYMPOSIUM 

How is Islamic studies configured as an academic field in different countries? Focusing on Sufi studies, presentations may explore 
the institutional and intellectual history of Islamic studies in the US, China, Japan, and Turkey. Questions addressed may include 
topics like the relationship of the study of Islam to academic disciplines, Orientalism, the state (Ministry of higher education etc.), 

and religious identity.

The field of Sufism may be explored as an academic subject area, which does not simply replicate its sources, but analyzes the 
phenomenon in terms of categories derived from the humanities and social sciences. 

The aim of the conference is to explore the implications of connecting academic work on Sufism in Islamic studies of different 
countries. How may scholars and centers from these countries assist each other, particularly during times of crisis? What sorts of 

programs should be planned for the future? How scholars rethink methodologies? 
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